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gr. gptcr 6 - s ection 1 

UKluK vii^iSL, the first church built in t 

jreenbank Community, was situated on the .oath side of Kos- 
tal -un, near e larje spring. It stood in the center of 
the old ..art of ..hat is now the .urborvale Cemetery. £he 
exact date that the church was built is not known. Hov.evt 
. the following facts show that it must have been built at tl 
beginning of the nineteenth Uentury. These lands were o: 
ifinally a part ox a 120 ^cre tract ("ranted by patent to 
t a ties w.ucker in the year 1763$ *Ja...es Pucker conveyed the 
same to ..illiam oiysard; and on oept 7, leoo, ..illiam ^ya 
conveyed the sane to Jacob Tombaugh of ^.ugusta County. 

~pril 8, 1806 ‘'acob Pumbaugh conveyed to Jacob Oillispie 1 
of the said 120 ^cres, which is the eastern end of the tre 
The vest line or end of the 13 ^.cres is now the line of tl 
original "meeting house lot’; but in this record bearing 
of 1806, there is no mention of c enuruh or of passing a 
ing house lot. On June 12, 1812, Jacob Rumbaugh conveye 
James fallman two tracts of land. 

The name of James Tallnan first eppears in the ler 
records of Pocahontas County, then Bath County, Va., in £ 
deed bearing date Jept. 9, 1795, recorded in ^eed Book jj 
page 173, in Bath County Clerks Office, and is a conveys) 
of 195 ^cres to James f&llmun by James Pucker. This tr 
lend is situated on the west side of the above 120 „cre 
that this church was built upon. 
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Pooahontas County 


AhlS ° ld church could not hove been erected before 1795 
and erhaps not before 1812, because James Tollman .as instru¬ 
mental in building the church and he did not own any or the 

I-rior to .iiese dates. it has been said that Jacob Rum- 
^old the land to a Committee and, if that is true, he had 
to wa^e the sale between 1800. and 1812, as that was the duration 
of his ownership of the lends. However, James Tallman made 
the deed on July 5, 1831 to Benj. Tallman, James Y.ooddell, and 
j-eorge Burner, Trustees of the Deer Creek Union Chapel for a 
tract of 1 a. 1 rd. and 34 poles, situated on Back creek a 
1ork of Deer Creek and a branch of ^reenbrier River, being a 
part of a tract purchased of Jacob Rumbaugh and joining the 
lands of canes LTcXesny. It is a well known fact that this 
church was erected many years before the date of this deed. 

In the cases of most of the early churches, v/e find that the 
churches were built and the deeds to the land made sometimes 
years afterwards. 

This church was used by all denominations until they 
built churches of their own and then, after the erection of othi 
churches in the Community, the people would go beck to the old 
log church and hold their camp meetings. The lest meeting 
vas held in the year of 1658. 

In the Session Books of the "Church et the n ead of 
Greenbrier" (now Liberty), I find the following mention: 

Sept. 22, 1844 

Session convened at ->eer Creek Union Church end was 


a. D. MoCutcheon, a. g. 
Tallman. 


Poc6hont68 County 
Tallman, and Boon 


oept. 25, 1646 

Session convened at Union Church and 
prayer by Hev. Joseph Brown. 

Baptisms: 


was opened with 


athews, one child named ^ndrew Warwick 
H. D. lioCutcheon, one child named Hebert Luther 
*-llr.cn, one child named liary Alice 
-lders present: fl. D. McCutcheon, a. G. Lathevrs, and Beni. 

Tallman. 


June 30, 1650 

Session met at Deer Creek Union Church. 

This was a small church about 30 x 40 ft. and stood east 
and west fronting toward the east. The pulpit was very high. 
The upstairs gallery was carried to near the center of the 
building which made room for a congregation upstairs as well 
as downstairs. There was no chimney in the church and how 
it was heated seems to be a mystery to the people of today. 

It is more than likely that no services were held during the 
most severe weather. 

The Deer Creek Union Chapel was the only church in the 
eestem end of the county for a period of about forty years, 
-eople came here from the Upper Greenbrier or Upper I’ract, 
later Travelers depose, and as far west as Buzzards Creek, 
beyond ..arwick and later known as Dunmore. 

In that day everyone would go to "meeting” end the 


1-ocohontes County 


church was called the -meeting house-. The lot was quoted 
in the land records as the "meeting house lot-. The people 
generally took a basket of dinner and spent the day in worship 
and in meeting and greeting their friends. 

•ihen the Confederate soldiers were camped on the top 
°** Allegheny Lountain, in the year 1861, the soldiers came 
.down and took all the ceiling from the church and hauled it 
to the top of the mountain to ceil their winter cabins. 

The old church stood until the year of 1066. Cne day 
in that year Brown 1.1. Yeager went inside ond cut some kindling 
from one of the pine logs. That same night there was a 
terrific wind storm and a terrible crash was heard. The next 
morning it was discovered that the old log church had blown dow: 
The church evidently had not been used for many years before 
that. 

Information: ^rs. Chris ^bogast 

hr. Clenn ^rbogast 
mr• R. W. Brown 




